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NEWS RELEASE 
for immediate distribution 

 
Princess Margaret Hospital receives record $25-million donation 

Canada’s largest gift to breast cancer research to support the Institute for Breast Cancer Research 
  
(Toronto – October 25, 2004) –  Today Canada’s leading cancer hospital announced receiving a gift of $25-
million to the hospital’s newly launched Institute for Breast Cancer Research. Marking the country’s largest 
private gift to cancer research – and to breast cancer research – these funds will help the Institute in becoming 
a world-leading program in breast cancer research by leveraging basic, translational and clinical research into 
dramatic breast cancer breakthroughs. The funds were donated by Audrey Campbell, daughter of the late Roy 
Thomson, and her three daughters. 
 
“We are grateful to the Campbell family for their significant and visionary gift to breast cancer research,” said 
Dr. Tak Mak, Director of the Institute for Breast Cancer Research. Dr. Mak has received numerous 
international accolades for his scientific discoveries and is most famous for his landmark 1984 scientific paper 
on the cloning of the T-cell receptor genes, a key component of the human immune system. The Institute was 
launched on June 2, 2004 with the goal of raising a total of $125-million. Thousands of walkers have raised 
over $10-million during the first two years of Toronto’s annual Weekend to End Breast Cancer event in 
support of the Institute for Breast Cancer Research. 
  
“Breast cancer is one of the leading causes of death among women in Canada,” noted Dr. Mak. “Each year, 
thousands of husbands lose their wives, parents lose their daughters, siblings lose their sisters, and children 
lose their mothers. This gift will allow us to make a major effort towards the development of early diagnosis 
procedures and more effective treatments that can increase the quality and length of life of these individuals.” 
The gift will enable the Institute to double its number of principal investigators and staff to a total of 12 
principal investigators and 150 staff. 
 
“This donation, combined with the leadership of Dr. Mak, places Princess Margaret Hospital in the forefront of 
the global quest for the cure for breast cancer,” said Dr. Robert Bell, Vice-President and Chief Operating 
Officer of Princess Margaret Hospital. “Dr. Mak is one of Canada’s best-known and most prolific research 
scientists.” 
 
“The Institute will be named The Campbell Family Institute for Breast Cancer Research at Princess Margaret 
Hospital, in honour of the generosity of the Campbell Family,” said Paul Alofs, President and Chief Executive 
Officer of the Princess Margaret Hospital Foundation. “This gift comes at the close of Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month and puts us well on our way towards reaching our fundraising goal for the Institute.” 
 
Princess Margaret Hospital and its research arm, Ontario Cancer Institute, have achieved an international 
reputation as global leaders in the fight against cancer. Princess Margaret Hospital is a member of University 
Health Network, which also includes Toronto General Hospital and Toronto Western Hospital. All three are 
teaching hospitals affiliated with the University of Toronto. 
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For further information or to arrange an interview, please contact: 
Jennifer Kohm, Communications Specialist, Princess Margaret Hospital 
telephone: (416) 946-4501, ext. 5771 email:  jennifer.kohm@uhn.on.ca  
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